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Ageha 

Capable of staying the 
hand of a King and 
arranging for 1000 head 
of cattle on short notice, 
this mysterious desert 
nomad seems to be 
extremely informed and influential. He also 
has a secret identity-Kicho, a famous per¬ 
former among a traveling troupe of dancing 
ladies. Ageha lost his left eye when the Red 
King blinded it as payment for his rescue of 
12-year-old Sarasa. Now, he is “Tatara’s” 
slightly mercenary ally. Ageha uses his owl 
companion, Kagero, to carry messages to his 
contacts. 

Masunaga 

One of the leaders of 
Kazuno. 


Kikune/Kasane 

One of the deadly “Four 
Virtues,” Kikune is a spy 
sent on a mission to the 
North by the White King. 
Under the name 
“Kasane,” she works for 
Lady Purple in the Purple Palace. 




Raizo (a.k.a. The Count, 
Iron Mask) 

Once the perpetually 
masked servant of the 
Blue King, Raizo is the 
last survivor of the Seiryu 
clan, ancient allies of 
Byakko. After Sarasa’s exposure of the Blue 
King’s false divinity, Raizo and his rebels 
rose up and now rule Seiran. 


Muratake 

Rescued from a blizzard 
by Nachi, Muratake is 
one of the four elite spies 
who aid Asagi. 


Asagi 

His pale skin and refined 
demeanor belie his ruth¬ 
lessness and deadly 
skills. Once one of the 
Blue King’s personal 
bodyguards, Asagi 
allowed the Blue King to die, for Asagi him¬ 
self is the true Blue King. Currently allied 
with “Tatara,” his participation with the 
rebels is primarily out of personal curiosity 
and entertainment, not noble intentions. 




The Red King/Shuri 

Once in charge of Midwestern 
Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, he is 
the youngest of the King of Japan’s 
four sons. Prophesied to bring mis¬ 
fortune, King Ukon branded him a 
slave. Hounded by threats from 
abroad and his family, he is a ruth¬ 
less but effective ruler, crushing 
those who oppose him. Byakko 
Village is just one in a long list of 
rebel strongholds he has destroyed. 
Ignorant of her secret identity and 
hiding his own, Shuri’s interactions 
with Sarasa reveal hints of his 
unhealthy family history and his 
desire to unite Japan in peace. 
Tragically, they fell in love, only to 
discover the truth on the battlefield, 
a battle he lost. He is now in the 
clutches of Asagi, who rescued him 
from his attempted suicide. 







Sarasa (disguised as Tatara) 

When Sarasa and her twin brother 
Tatara were born, a prophecy was 
made. “This is a child of destiny...” The 
people of Byakko Village assumed 
Tatara was the “Boy of Destiny,” and 
Sarasa grew up mostly in his shadow. 
When the Red King’s forces kill Tatara, 
Sarasa takes up her brother’s name and 
fights in his guise, not realizing that she 
is the real Child of Destiny. Although 
generally a secret, she has finally con¬ 
fessed her gender to her closest allies. 
During past visits to hot springs, she 
met and fell in love with Shuri, only to 
discover on the battlefield that he is 
the Red King. She has yet to recover 
from the emotional blow. 



Lady Purple 

Wife to the Black King, 
eldest son of King Ukon 
and Lord of the Northern 
Territories, some say she is 
more powerful than her 
husband. 



Takumi 

Son of the Priest of Aoba 
Temple, where Sarasa is 
currently staying, he is 
kind and sweet and infatu¬ 
ated with Sarasa. 


Taro 

One of Ageha’s many 
acquaintances, he is a 
reporter with ambi¬ 
tions of writing the 
history of Tatara’s 
exploits. Taro has fol¬ 
lowed Sarasa to the north and is report¬ 
ing on the mysterious “Nightingale” and 
“White Tiger” who visit the battlefields 
of the North. 
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I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse turned fertile lands into deserts and brought 
human civilization to its knees. Control of Japan passed into the hands of tyrannical kings. 
Three hundred years later, a new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, the blind prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a child 
of destiny, one who will grow to lead the people and be the light in the sky of our nation’s 
future.” The people of Byakko Village placed their hopes inTatara, their Chief’s son, raising 
him as the “Boy of Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling Japan through his ruthless sons, a better tomorrow 
can only be achieved through strife and bloodshed. When the “Boy of Destiny” is killed by 
the Red King’s forces, it is up to his twin sister Sarasa to lead their people in his name, or all 
will be lost. 

Sarasa has achieved victory over the Red King in Kyushu and the Blue King in Seiran, 
gaining many allies along the way. She has also proven herself in Okinawa to the south and 
the Tohoku region in the north. Her closest comrades now know the truth about her gender; 
her confession has galvanized them further. At last, the rebel clans possessing the four 
swords of legend have been united. 

Meanwhile, the Red King’s recklessness has inspired a coup. After fleeing alone, Shuri 
has been forced to reevaluate his perspective of the world and start from scratch to prove 
himself a worthy leader. Despite his newly acquired allies in Shikoku he has failed in battle 
against Tatara. Worse, although he and Sarasa have fallen in love, they have finally learned the 
truth about their secret identities. Torn by the discovery, Shuri attempts suicide only to be 
“rescued” by Asagi. 

Too numb to be any use, Sarasa is abandoned on Mt. Fuji by Ageha, where she meets a 
wise man who directs her to go north. After rescuing the head priest’s daughter from 
drowning, she now works at Aoba Temple in Shikoku City. There, she lives quietly while 
trying to regain her emotional balance. 
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KASANE, 

ARE you 
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LUNCH 
BREAK? 
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COM¬ 
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OKAY? 
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M y MASTER 
HAS WANTED 
A CHANCE 
TO SPEAK 
\ WITH YOU. 


BELONGS / 
TO Kr^ 
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QUIT 

TOUCHING 

OTHER 

PEOPLE'S 

THINGS! 




























































AND WHAT 
IF THEY 
ORDERED 
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LADY 
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WARY. 
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SHE'S TAKING 
CARE OF KIDS 
ORPHANED BY 
THE WAR. 


LADY 

PURPLE! 


HELLO! 


IVE BROUGHT 
TREAT S FOR 
EVERYONE 
WHO’S BEEN 
GOOD. 


HELLO, 

CHILDREN. 




















DOES SHE 
HAVE ANY 
KIDS? 


THE BLACK 
KING'S ONLY 
CHILD IS BY HIS 
MISTRESS. 


AND GOES OUT 


OF CONTROL. 

UNFORTU¬ 


NATELY, 


SOMETIMES 


IT BREAKS 


1 DOWN... 







,7 ) WHV DID 

tatara 

/ Itl/h HERSELF 
4(W COME 
X\ UP HERE 
Crr^\ ANYWAY? 


AREN'T 

YOU 

FIGHTING 
IN THE 
WEST? 


YOU CAN 
RELAX, 
SARASA. 
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I SNAPPED 
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OF 

COURSE. 

IN 

TATA- 

RA’S 

LIFE, 


\ EVERY 
^ EVENT 
MUST BE 
A MATTER 
OF LIFE 
AND 

v, DEATH. 


HOW LONC3 
CAN YOU LET 
YOURSELF 
SET STRUNG 
UP BY A 
BROKEN 
HEART? 


I WAS 
x BEING 
SWEPT 
-AWAY.- 


BUT 
I KEPT 

STRUGGLING! 


ALL / ^ 

I HAVE / NOT 
IS A THAT I 
^CRDSH. j KNOW 
^ pp( ANYTHING 
jgm ABOUT 

mum that 
iRpl EITHER - 


SO THAT 
LITTLE 
GIRL AT 
THE 

TEMPLE 
WAS RIKA? 




WHOEVER 
f LEFT 

/ you AT 

/ /V\T. FUJI 
DESERVES 
SOME 
CREDIT. 


you /V\IGHT 
NEVER HAVE 
SNAPPED OUT 
OF IT IF YOU'D 
STAyED HOLED 
UPINYOUR / 
ROO/W. 


IT DOESNT HELP TO BE TAKEN 
















REALLY 

THOUGHT. 


[LISTEN 
TO /HY 
[STORY 
NOW! 


IS THAT 
TAKU/VMr’ 


I WORK 
WITH 
THREE 
GUYS. 
TWO ARE 
UNDER¬ 
HANDED 
AND 
NASTY... 


HE'S SO NICE! 
AND HANDSOME! 
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WF'rt THE 
■ONE WHO 
[SET THIS IN 

^Motion. 


UNTIL NOW, THIS 
WAS A UNILATERAL 
INVASION BY THE 
BLACK KING, a 


BUT ONCE IT 
GETS WARM, 
KAZUNO WILL 
BANC? 

TOGETHER 
WITH KANTO... 


KAZUNO; 


BLACK 

KING 


...AND r 
TURN \ 
TO THE \ 
OFFENSIVE. 


WANT 

TO 

TALK... 


KAZUNO 

WAS 

FIGHTING 

STRICTLY 

DEFEN¬ 

SIVELY. 


AND 


SECURITY LOOKS 
MINIMAL, BUT HER 
PRIVATE GUARDS 
ARE ALWAYS 
HIDDEN 
SOMEWHERE 
NEARBY. 


i HMM. 


SOUNDS 

OMINOUS. 


THIS ISJIfStPl 
WHATlfPJglg 

wanted.tJMEi 


PLUS THE WATER PISTOL. 
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FROM 
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VERTICAL TAM-TAM TIME 


Kikune doesn 't like her 
■freckles. 


The\j show unless she wears 


It’s a popular brand among 
the dignitaries in Kyoto, 
but she'd really prefer to 
go without makeup at all. 


I'LL 

TAKE 

YOU 

RIGHT 

BACK... 


WHAT DO 
YOU PLAN 
TO DO 
WITH ME? 7 


ONCE 

WE'RE 

DONE 

TALKING. 


> 
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PLANNING 
TO MAKE 
A RUN 
FOR IT... 


...WITHOUT 
EVEN 
THANKING 
THE MAN 
WHO 
SAVED , 
































































































TINY TAM-TAM TIME © 
















1 WOULD TAKE 
WHATEVER 
WAS MOST 
PRECIOUS TO 

you. 


BUT 1 COULDN'T, 
BECAUSE 1 WAS TOO 


yOU'RE 
STILL IN 
LOVE 
WITH 
HER? 


ASAGI... 
WHAT DID I 
EVER DO... 


’ ABOUT 
TIME YOU 
ASKED. 


LOVE WITH TlA 

TATAR#? \ 


EARN THIS 
HATRED? 






















FOR ONCE, 
WHY CAN'T 
YOU CRY 
ANDB6G 
FORYOUR 


ALWAYS 

SO 

CALM! 


YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
COT THE 
r SUN AT 
YOUR 
BACK... 


...PEOPLE 
LIKE THAT 
ALWAYS 
CAST... 


SHADOWS! 












MAKE ME 









ARE VOU 
PROUD OF 
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DOCTOR. 
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HEY, 

WHAT'S 

THAT? 






DIDN’T 
HAVE TO 
BURN IT 
DOWN. 


BUT THEY 
SAY THEY 
WERE 

HARBORING 
A SPY. 
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IT MUST 
BE HER! 


YOU'RE THE 
SPY FROM | 
KAZUNO! 


NEVER 

TALK 

ANYWAY! 


KILLED 

THE 

PRIEST! 
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WHO 

THE 

HELL 

ARE 


50 SHE 
WAJ S THE 
WHITE 
TIGER... 


SHE 
WASN'T 
AWARE 
OF IT AT i 
ALL. 


JUST LIKE 
WHEN SHE 
KILLED THE 
(BANDITS ON 
MT. FUJI. 










| NO. 
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SHE MAY 
SAV SHE 
HATES WAR 
AND WANTS 
PEACE... 


THAT'S 
NOT IT 
AT ALU 


HEARD OF 
A TIGER 
THAT 

CRIES ’? , 

























I'M NOT 
SURE HOW 
TO REACT 
TO THIS 
EITHER! 


ARE 

you 

AGAIN: 


DON'T BE 
THE WHITE 
TIGER! 


BUT THE 
CHILDOF 
DESTINY 
ISN'T A 
WILD 
BEAST! 


















































SHLJRI. 


.SHURI. 


TINY TAM'TAM TIME ® ^ used to look 


I ALSO THOUGHT 

-BEER PRETZ.* WERE BEER- 

FLAVORED. 


MISCONCEPTION? 


They have 
lots o-f 
different 


IcAN I EAT THEM IF I’M 
I ALCOHOL INTOLERANT!? 


When I was little, I thought that 
was the thing that gave women th 
perms, with an electric charge or 


I thought, "What 


SARASA'S 

JOURNEY 


Kazuno 


TOHOKU 
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SAVED 

y ou YUU 

FROM DON'T 

the know 

I BLACK HIM? 
i SOL- 

Rl diers. , 

















\ IT'S 
AS IF I 
WAS 

WATCHING 

MYSELF... 


FROM A 
DISTANCE. 


YOUR EYES 
THIRST FOR 
BLOOD 
LIKE A WILD 
i BEAST. 





















BUT MORE 
THAN THAT, I 
HATE 
SEEING 
MYSELF 
SWING THIS 
.SWORD 
■AROUND- 










































r 7 I SHALL 
BRING 
ONE OF 
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RETAIN- 
HI5 EPS. 
NAME 


I WANT TO 
5EE YOUR 
TRUE 
NATURE. 


WELL. 


KNOW 

THE 

WAY, 

YES? 


TO SUP 
INTO 
KAZUNO 
UNSEEN? 


THROUGH 
NARUGO I 
VALLEY. 



















THOUGHT 
IT WAS 


...SEEMED SO 
SWEET. 

I THOUGHT 
WE'D BE HAPPY 
TOGETHER. 


THEN. 


CAN T 
BELIEVE 
SHE 
WAS A 














MAYBE MOST 
OF IT WAS 


BUT YOU 
LOVED 
SOMETHING 
IN HER. 


YOU 

DIDN'T 

KNOW 

HER. 


AND MAYBE 
THAT PART 
I YOU 
\ LOVED... » 










SHIKOKU 

CITY 


ON THE 
SNOW, 
WE'RE NO 
/WATCH 
AGAINST 
THE 

PEOPLE 

OF 

KAZUNO. 


WE'RE /WAD 
IF WE MAKE 
THIS OUR 
BATTLE¬ 
GROUND. 


MONTA- 

YOU'RE 

SLICK! 
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IF SHE 
ACTS UP 
NOW... 


THE N 
TATARA’S 
A FOOL. 























































WE'VE GOT TO 
REACH DEVIL'S 
NECK BY 
NIGHTFALL OR 
WE'LL DIE! 


WHAT'RE 

YOU 

GONNA DO ' 
ABOUT \T!? 













WHAT'S TH/AT 
RUMBLING?’ 
AN 

AVALANCHE?’ 


&/ WE MUST 
#/ KEEP 
; MOVING AND 
\ NOT GET 
\ ENTANGLED. 


'BATTLE! 


WHOS IN 
COM- 
MAND!?’ 


WE DID 
NOT 
COME 
HERE TO 
FIGHT. 


MAY I GO 
JOIN 
THEM, MY 








































-WHAT IF I 
> CAN'T FIC5HT 
ANYMORE ? 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
BE A 

TRAITOR! 





I HAVE 
TO 

FIGHT. 


.. BECOME 
BYAKKO! 


IT'S THE 

NIGHTINGALE'. 
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LET ME 
SEE YOUR 
FACE. 


WHY MUST 
YOU 

APOLOGIZE, 
SARASA? 


WE HATED 
HIM! 

WHAT HE DID 
WAS 

UNFORGIV¬ 

ABLE! 


WHY DON'T 
YOU CALL ME 
A TRAITOR!?’ 





































...HATE 

ANYONE. 




Iff SARASA, Y' 

H i TELL ME 

/ 1 

1 ll WHY... 
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Ya- 

WHY MUST 

(V 

you i 

REGRET 1 


HAVING 
LOVED 7 

SOMEONE? 1 1 

yK 

Ya, 






1 do you 

FIGHT 

[because 

i you 

a HATE?’ 


CANT 

HATE... 


I CANT 
FIGHT 
THE 
RED 
KING. 


DO YOU ' 
KILL THE/V\ 
BECAUSE 
you DON'T 
LIKE THEM? 


DOE5 

TATARA 

FIGHT? 
























WHERE 
^ WE 
CAN 
'LIVE... 





























SHE'5 
FORTU¬ 
NATE... 
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.WITH 

/v\y 

LIFE. 


ON YOUR 
FEET! 


WE'RE 
MEETING 
[WITH THE 
l PEOPLE 

\ OF 

\ KAZUNO! 


•YES, 

MA'AM! 






I AM 

IWKSUNAGA, 
DEFENDER 
OF THE 
SOUTH. 


MATSU 

OF 

HIDA/? 


thev say he has 
collecting more 

SCARS IS SCARS 
HIS HOBBY... every 
TIME / 
^ A YOU i 
SEE * 

him...^ 


HOW 
MANY 
OF US 
HAS HE 
KILLED/? 


ONE OF THE 
BLACK 
ARMY'S 
"THREE 
LANCES"/ 


SHE 

LOOKS l 
S OfV\UCH 
better; 
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IT 

CANT 

CUT. 


BUT 
i THAT'S. 


THAT'S THE 
WHOLE 
POINT. 


...WAS 
MADE AS 


WARNING. 


WHAT 

THE 

AOBA 

TEMPLE 

PRIEST 


NEVER LET THE 
SWORD BE 

YOUR MASTER." ^ 

r ■ 


to.,. 
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: [.STRIKE?; 
home I 

VO TO ME youu. SEE 

'NOW... ! him again. 

he goes fishing 
everywhere. 
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THOSE 

WORDS., 





















BONUS STORY: 


THE EVE OF THE ALLIANCE 

AGEHA IN KAZUNO 

















































































...THAT 
DANCES IN 
THE WIND. 




you WERE 
MOANING IN 
YOUR SLEEP. 

you ALL 
RIGHT? 


was it mr 
















































190 


















Recommendations 


Editor’s comments 


If you enjoyed this volume of BASARA, then 
here are some more manga you might be 
interested in: 

WILD COM 

Wild Com by YumiTamura: 

From Basara’s creator comes 
a trio of intriguing short 
stories. The Wild Com hero¬ 
ine has a secret power. 

Somehow she must over¬ 
come her denial and learn 
to embrace her abilities. The 
Beasts of June is a dark little 
tale of people so far on the fringe of socie¬ 
ty they’re barely human. The Eye of the Needle 
is a thriller about a rising star struggling 
with fame and a stalker. Each piece offers a 
different flavor of drama and action to sat¬ 
isfy a diversity of tastes. 

VAGABOND 

Vagabond byTakehiko Inoue: 

One of the best action 
artists out there, Takehiko 
Inoue puts his skills to the 
test in this extraordinary 
series. Inspired by Eiji 
Yoshikawa’s classic samurai 
story Musashi, Vagabond is the 
tale of an unfocused sol¬ 
dier on the losing side of history. Takezo’s 
initial goal of survival escalates the violence 
around him, turning him into a homicidal 
wildman. Through the way of the sword, 
he must transform himself from brute to 

NAUSICAA 

Nausicad by Hayao 
Miyazaki: A small king¬ 
dom’s princess, Nausicaa 
has the depth of spirit and 
broadness of vision to 
become a legend. Torn 
from her people and 
thrown into the complex 
conflicts destroying post apocalyptic 
humanity, Nausicaa must somehow resolve 
the escalating battles that could end the 
world. Nausicaa’s journey is as much a 
spiritual as a martial one, as is only appro¬ 
priate from Hayao Miyazaki, director of 
such animation masterpieces as Princess 
Mononoke and the Academy Award-winning 
Spirited Away. 


T here are lots of different foods mentioned 
in this issue! The bag in which the priest of 
Aoba hid a dagger for Sarasa held mochi. 

Unlike the dried mochi Raizo was grilling in 
volume 15, this was fresh, soft mochi, probably 
sweetened. 

Takumi mentions hoping to have red 
beans and rice to commemorate his draft 
notice. The colors red and white are considered 
celebratory, and this satisfying dish is tradition¬ 
ally used to celebrate just about 
everything...apparently even getting drafted. 

That is, indeed, a squid tentacle sticking 
out of Kikune’s mouth on page 161. Seasoned 
with MSG and sugar, this chewy, tasty dried 
snack is called saki-ika and makes a perfect 
accompaniment to sake and beer. Think it 
sounds gross? If you like seafood at all and take 
a single thing I write here to heart, let it be 
this—you MUST try saki-ika if given the chance. 
It’s downright addictive. 

The last food item is Tamon’s inaniwa udon. 
Specially handmade from high quality wheat, 
these noodles are a delicacy from the northern 
town of Inakawa and were traditionally the 
food of local nobles. 

Clockwork dolls (karakuri ningyo in 
Japanese) have been a part of Japanese culture 
for centuries. An old-time distraction for the 
idle rich, these clever devices can be made to 
perform any number of activities, even dance 
and carry tea. That Kikune can make and 
manipulate them suggests a clever, technical 
mind. Naturally someone with her interests and 
skills would carry tools of the trade with her. 
The item she has on pages 55 and 109 is a 
Japanese saw. Unlike those in the West, Japanese 
saws require the user to pull the blade toward 
them. They also have teeth on both sides. 

The two names Madam Butterfly’s per¬ 
formers suggested for Ageha-monshiro and 
monki-are the names of two kinds of butterflies, 
the “small white” and “pale yellow.” 

The rather phallic monolith in the back¬ 
ground on page 186 is likely a site of ancient 
cultural significance, perhaps even the center of 
Kazuno’s Oyu stone circle. 

-PD 










